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TO Div sion File <7

FROM Jim Wiggins, DLPC, and Jay Patel DWPC/FOS - Maywood Off1c§ﬁ1§)/

SUBJECT  KANKAKEE AIRPORT / RUSK CROP SPRAYING
RUSSFI AVTATION

On May 17th, 1984 a multi-media visit was conducted accompanied by
Agricultural Advisor, A G Taylor, at the rcquest i the Kankakce
Arrport Authority to solicit the information and to guide on operating
practices of thenr ficed base aer1al applicators

Present at the meeling vere

Mr  Bob Glade, Chairman of the Airport Authority and
M Steve Skorepe, Manager of the Airport

The following 1ssues were discussed during the neetiig

1) Site Location
11)  Chumical Storaae
111) Operation of the Aerial Applicators located at the Anport

fter the discus.ion an on-site Inspection of the following tio
facil1tres was conducted

1) Rusk Crop Spraying
11) Russel Aviation

These faci1lities are situated adjacent to one another at the noiythwest
corner of the airport Howard Vlheeler of Rusk Spraying and Joe Russel
of Russel Aviation were interviewed during the inspection of their
respective facilities

In the course of the investigations the following areas of concern were
noted

1 Open Burning
Several coniainers were observed burning upon the arrival at the
Rusk Spraying Facility It was 11so found that 1t has been the
usual practice 1n the past at both the facilities

2 Chemical Storage
Several tanks were found on site at both facilities ranging
1n capacities from approximately 1000 gallons to 25,000 gallons,
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containing commonly used agricultural chemicals  Adegquate provisions
for sp1ll containment were not provided, such as dikes or impermeable
pads underlying the tanks  Several tanks were situated on the ground
wiTh no provisions fer spill containment

A concrete pad for mixing and lToading was observed at the Rusk
Spraying facility A 1000 gallon undergiound holding tank 1s

also utilized to store wastevater generated on site by Rusk Spraying
According to Mr WhecTler, Manager of Rusk Spraying the underground
tank has no discharge point and has not been pumped out 1n recent
year s

Rinsewater Containmeni

Arrplane 11nsing and cleaning aclivities were carried on at both
fac1l1ties with no specific measures provided for contairment or
disposal of rinseate  An undeirground tank provided at the Rusk
fFacility de~igned ror minimizing run-off propnler, ¢ d nor srem to
adcauately collect surface watcr rui -off durirg mixing and loading
operation

M1xing Operation

Well water 1s used for mixing and solution preparation 1n the mixing
tanl ac the facilitres Mo concider«<t i was given to brevent back
siphoning 1nto the water supply whiie mixing chemicals

Previous Activities

Mr Joe Russel of Russel Aviation indicated that when he was employed
by Rusk Spraying that i1t was the common practice to dispose of waste
generated from pesticide operailions by dumping them into the
foundation of the existing office at Rusk Spraying Perhaps this
warrants further i1nvestigation in an effort to detevmine the possible
extent of the contamination and to prevent future problems

Possible Violations

Air Pollution

1)

Open burning on site
————— violation of Fnvironmental Protection Act
Section 9 (a) and (c)

Water Pollution

2)

Possible contaminated run-off from the facility
————— Violation of E P Act Section 12 (a)
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3) An undergiound tank being used as treatment unit may be subject
to permit and possible discharge from the tank
————— Violation of £ P Act Section 12 (b), (d) and (f)

Land PolTlution

4) Possible unauthorized disposal / waste storage on stte of Rusl Crop
Spraying
————— Violation of E P Act Section 21 (')

Recommendations

On the basis of Lhe 1nspection performed and 1nfoymation obtained the
following can be recomnended

[) Open burning on site should be stopped to ensure compliance with
Section 9 of the Environmrentu® Pro cor e Aot

A commercial applicator cannot open bu:n pesticide containers at

h1s place of business To burn at a commercial sice, an incinerato:

1s needed The best alteinative 1s to dispose off at a nearby approved
Tandfili

2) Storage facilities should be Tined with impermeable materials A
means to monitor for leals may be necessary 1n some cases

3) Storage facilities should have a large enough volume to contain
anticipated amounts of wastes to be generated Overflow and dis-
charge pipes should not be constructed into the systems

4) Storage facility should be protected against vandalism

5) A1l reasonable measures, including where appropriate the provision
of catchment areas, relief vessels, ov entrapment diles shall be
taken to prevent any spillage of contamitants from causing water
pollution

6) Diles should be able to contain at least 1%, times the volume
of the largest storage tank being protected

7) The base of tle diked aiea should be impeimeablc and the berms
should be compacted to prevent failure

8) Regular 1inspection of storage equipment 1s essential to a spill
prevention program
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9)

10)

11)

12)

JP
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Report all sp11ls 1mmediately to your local emergency response
agent  This w11l 1nitiate actions to prevent a major disaster

Consideration should he given to prevent back-siphoning into

the water supply Back-siphoning can be prevented by construct-
1ng a device that keeps the end of the hose at Teast s1x 1nches
above the tank opening while filling

An underground tank of Rusk Spraying should be pressure tested
for any possible Teaks It 1s recommended that Kankakee Airport
and/or Rusk Crop Spraying submit design and specification of this
tant to the Agenrcy

It will be advisable for Kankakee Airport Authority and/or 1ts
operators to conduct sampling of so1l and water at various points
at the facilities to determine the possible extent of the
contamination due vo past practices

DWPC/FOS/RU

DAPC/Maywood, Attn Sy Levine
DLPC/Maywood, Attn Ken Bechely

A G Taylor, Ag Advisor Springfieid
Major Hearn/Maywood

EPS, Maywood
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